Juvenile (retention) polyps are usualiy solitary lesions in
The term 'juvenile polyp' was used by Horrilleno in 1957 to designate histologically distinctive colorectal polyps that usually occurred as solitary lesions in children.' However, other authors reported that multiple juvenile polyps representing juvenile polyposis can occur, not only throughout the colorectum29 but also oc- casionally in the small bowel and stomach.""'2
In addition, families with juvenile polyposis in several members have been reported. Analysis of a limited number of such juvenile polyposis families revealed variability among pedigrees in location of gastrointestinal tract polyps and heritability of this condition.3 14 Juvenile (retention) polyps are generally thought to be hamartomatous lesions with little malignant potential. Consequently, a conservative approach toward treatment, involving only removal of the polyp, has been taken. Some reports, however, have documented the occurrence of colorectal adenomas and carcinomas in patients with single juvenile polyps as well as in those with juvenile polyposis.34 12' 24 Thus the nature of the association between juvenile polyps and colorectal neoplasia is controversial.
Between 1984 and 1990, four young children (ages [4] [5] [6] [7] 
